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The following article was written by the Rev. Glenda Curry  

and appeared in The Parishioner in January 2010.  
 

Dear Friends: 

Y esterday I saw a report about a group of twenty potential parents in 

Denver, Colorado who are worried about Haiti.  Apparently, they 

were working to adopt children from an orphanage in Port-au-Prince 

when the earthquake hit.  The parents contacted a news agency, and a reporter went 

to find the orphanage.   Because of the severe damage, the original location of the 

orphanage had disappeared.   The reporter was wandering through the collapsed 

buildings when he heard children singing songs.  Nestled between rocks and the 

rubble, obscured by crumbled concrete, he found eighty children from the “House of 

God’s Children Orphanage”. 

 Their teachers were leading them in songs praising God, while they waited for 

help to come.  They’d run out of food and water.  The teachers had even turned the 

flat bed of a broken-down truck into a nursery for twenty-six babies not yet old 

enough to walk. The reporter was amazed that the children were so happy, the 

teachers so dignified in the face of horrible circumstances.   The teachers were car-

rying bibles and praying for rescue.   When the reporter returned with water for the 

children, the headmaster just smiled and said “Praise God and thank you.” 

 The reporter was shocked at their optimism and their sense of hope.  I thought 

about the apostle Paul and his letter to the Philippians.   The letter was written in the 

final hours of Paul’s life and he doesn’t sound worried.   He will be executed and he 

tells his fellow Christians to trust God and rejoice in all things…and the peace of 

God will guard their hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”   “In all circumstances” Paul 

learned how to be content.  Contentment doesn’t mean agreement or passivity.  It 

doesn’t mean acceptance or hopeless resignation. Spiritual contentment means 

simply satisfaction with the reality that is before us.  Contentment is the sense that 

what I have right now is enough, because I can trust that God will provide whatever 

is needed. 

 Contentment is grounded in hope.  The traditional symbol for hope is an an-

chor.  An anchor will hold you steady and keep you from drifting.  When you decide 

to travel, the anchor can be pulled up and taken with you wherever you go.  For 

St. Paul, everything we do and everything lasting is underlined by hope.  Hope 

is an expectation that something will come, something will change, a way out 

or a way up will appear.  Scripture tells us that hope in the Lord abides,  

and remains, forever. 

Please turn to the next page. 

“    

” 

       The traditional symbol  

for hope is an anchor.   
 

An anchor will hold you 

steady and keep you from 

drifting.  When you decide 

to travel, the anchor can 

be pulled up and taken 

with you wherever you go. 
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Continued from the cover. 

 Sometimes I have trouble accept-

ing my circumstances. I have trouble 

being content when I see injustice, 

when I experience loss or hurt.  I am 

impatient with my doubt.  Yet, my life 

tells me that God has provided for me 

many times when I doubted.  God has 

given me many gifts I couldn’t predict 

or see at the time.  My life in this very 

moment is in fact a gift from 

God.   When I think about the scarcity 

of the environment at the House of 

God’s Children Orphanage, I am sure 

God’s grace is helping those children 

and people there live each moment 

out of abundance.   Their faith teaches 

me that living faithfully brings many 

blessings, so that even when circum-

stances don’t change, new life comes 

in the face of death.   That’s the new 

life, the eternal life Jesus promised 

each of us. 

 Wherever you find yourself this 

day, God is near.  In whatever circum-

stance, in scarcity or abundance, 

God’s love is inexhaustible.  Take 

heart, rejoice, trusting God never 

fails.   There is no such thing as “false 

hope”.  As we begin this new year, 

may we hope extravagantly, may we 

expect God to surprise us. I hope I see 

you at church, 

  

What is  
Cursillo?  

 An opportunity to grow in faith and in spirituality. 

 A deeper understanding of the teachings of Jesus             

and how we can serve Him. 

 An experience of living and sharing with others in a loving 

and caring Christian community and realizing                        

that this can be extended into our own environment. 

 A continuing community that gives support and              

encouragement empowering the renewed Christians to          

persevere in carrying out their Baptismal vows. 

 

Wherever you find yourself 

this day, God is near.   

In whatever circumstance,  

in scarcity or abundance, 

God’s love is inexhaustible.   
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Cursillo  (pronounced Cur-SEE'-yo) includes a three-day weekend which begins on 

Thursday evening and concludes on Sunday. During these three days, talks are giv-

en by lay persons and clergy who have spent time working together carefully plan-

ning and preparing for the Weekend. All Cursillo weekends are held at Camp 

McDowell.  

 A Cursillo weekend can be made only once and therefore is not a substitute for 

a retreat. The basic atmosphere of a Cursillo weekend is unlike the individual soli-

tude of a retreat. During the weekend the teachings of Christ are discussed in a cli-

mate of joy and community. Actually the Cursillo weekend makes succeeding re-

treats more profitable and participants are encouraged to make regular retreats.  

 The weekend is an opportunity to meet clergy and laity who are seeking to 

strengthen their faith. Holy Eucharist is celebrated daily.  

 

How did Cursillo begin?   
The first Cursillo Weekends were developed in the Roman Catholic Church in Ma-

jorca, Spain. Cursillo was brought to the United States by Spanish airmen who were 

stationed at air bases in Texas in the early 1940's. The first official Cursillo Week-

end in the Episcopal Church (in English) was conducted with help from Roman 

Catholic sponsors in the Diocese of Iowa; Bishop Stough and Emile Joffrion helped 

bring Cursillo to Alabama.  

 

What happens after the weekend?  
Each individual who returns from the weekend with a renewed commitment to work 

for Christ is encouraged to join in the activities of an existing community of persons 

who have also experienced the weekend. The purpose of this community is to give 

strength and support to each other in order that each person might grow in faith and 

develop their particular gifts of ministry. The support is provided through two meth-

ods:    

   GROUP MEETINGS (Reunions) that are held frequently when several people 

gather together for mutual encouragement and support through PRAYER, STUDY, 

and ACTION. 

   AREA MEETINGS (Ultreyas) that are meetings of larger groups of people 

who have either participated in a weekend or who might be interested in doing so. 

Here they share and witness to others so that the Church and their own faith may be 

built up. 

   

Who can take part?  
Cursillo is open to all adult Episcopalians, men and women, married or single. Laity 

and clergy alike are invited to join the fellowship. Husbands and wives are strongly 

encouraged to attend the same Cursillo Weekend, but it is not required. 

   

What is expected of participants?  
- To be open and willing to respond to what you experience, to share 

your feelings with others, and to allow them to share theirs with you. 

- To make a genuine effort to discover where you are and where or 

how you can grow in your Christian life.  

- To feel secure in the knowledge that you are accepted where you are and as 

you are, and to know that a specific response is not expected of you. 

- To be curious enough and thirsty enough for spiritual exploration and nourishment 

to acknowledge a need to commit a weekend of your life totally to Christ. 

   

 

When will Cursillo  
weekends be held  

in 2014?  
March 13-16 

April 10-13 

June 12-15 

September 11-14 

October 9-12 

The application deadline is generally 

eight weeks prior to the beginning of 

the weekend.  

  

How do I apply?  
All Saints' Parish Lay Rector for Cur-

sillo is Charles McCalley. You may 

contact him for more information about 

Cursillo and the application process: 

365-2501, cfmccalley@aol.com. Every 

participant has a sponsor who has at-

tended a Cursillo weekend. Your spon-

sor will assist you in preparation for the 

weekend and, more importantly, assist 

you after the weekend. If you know 

someone in your parish who has attend-

ed a Cursillo weekend, ask them or the 

Parish Lay Rector to tell you more and 

how to get started, and let one of our 

clergy know about your interest. Pray 

about it, and if you conclude that you 

should go, submit an application that 

your sponsor will provide.  

   

mailto:cfmccalley@aol.com
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How do you know when 
you are a “Grown-Up”? 

In our society, the line between childhood and adulthood is 

often a fuzzy one.  Unlike other cultures, we don’t have for-

malized rites of passage that define the points along the path 

to adulthood.  We need ways to tell our young people they 

are making progress; they are growing and learning; they are 

becoming adults.  The Journey to Adulthood program that we 

use attempts to do just that. 

 This past weekend, seventeen of our youth, along with 

Corey Jones, Memily Colvin, Maegan Collier, and Steve and 

Melissa Mistrot spent the weekend at Camp McDowell for 

the Rite-13 Retreat to help prepare these young men and 

women for their important celebration. 

 During the 5:30 p.m. service on Sunday, January 26,  

we will celebrate this important Rite of Passage with 

these teens.  This liturgy is formally called “The Cele-

bration of Manhood and Womanhood”, but is more 

well-known as “Rite-13” since it takes place near the 

candidate’s 13th Birthday – much like a bar mitzvah 

or bat mitzvah. 

 

During the ceremony, we recognize the gift of 

womanhood or manhood that God bestows on 

each one of us.  This is a free gift that we can-

not earn and need not prove.  This gift is the 

essence of who we are.  As we grow and mature 

in the journey to adulthood, our knowledge 

and skills increase, but the magical core of 

who we are remains the same. 

 

 

These are the teenagers who  

we will celebrate and recognize  

on January 26 during the  

5:30 p.m. service: 

 

Riley Abney 

Ethan Armistead 

Max Breeden 

Jacob Churchman 

Noah Gentry 

Darcy Gibbs 

Henry Horn 

Zoe Hortberg 

Sam Janas 

Katherine Malone 

Audrey Millhouse 

Elena Moreno 

McGuire Price 

Will Strong 

Emma Thornsberry 

Avery Vardaman 

Alex Weaver 

Evie Whitsett 

Please keep them in your thoughts 

and prayers as they prepare for this 

celebration, and plan to be with us to 

witness this important event. 
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 Who:  

Jr. EYC’ers & friends 

 

When:  

Super Bowl Sunday, February 2,  

5:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

Where:  

Evie Whitsett’s house  

Parents: Danny & Susanna Whitsett 

2916 Parkridge Drive, Homewood,  35209 

 

What to bring: 

Yourself    -   Some friends       

Written prayer requests 

Cans of SOUP 

Bring yourself & some friends for a fun night of fellowship, prayer, and football!  Your written prayers are invited & shared anonymous-

ly during our time of worship.  Please bring these prayers and cans of soup to give to Community Food Bank of Central Alabama. 

Please bring as many cans of soup as you can!!! We will have a friendly contest between the boys and the girls to see who brings the 

most!  An RSVP would be helpful, but is not necessary to attend. 
 

RSVP by January 31, and send any questions to: Susanna Whitsett, swhitsett3@bellsouth.net , 205.281.1903 

 

 

 

Jr. EYC 

Souper Bowl 

Party!!! 

Above: Seventeen of our youth, along with youth advisors and All Saints’ staff, enjoyed a beautiful weekend at Camp 

McDowell when they participated in the annual Rite 13 retreat. 
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Preschool Registration for the  

2014-15 School Year:  

 Registration for parishioners will 

open on Thursday, January 30  at 9am  

 Registration for the general public 

will open on Monday, February 3 at 

9am 

We will have a table set up outside the 

Great Hall. Parents can wait in the Great 

Hall while we process paperwork and 

confirm placement availability.  

 Questions? Email preschool -  

@allsaintsbirmingham.org or call the pre-

school office at 879-1092. 

 

ECW Board News 

The ECW is excited to announce its 

2014 leaders. Carla DuMontier will be 

serving as president. Erin Donohoo will 

be fundraising chair, Jill Helton the re-

ceptions chair and Cia Tompkins will be 

the fellowship chair. If you would like 

to serve on the ECW board, please 

email Carla at cdumontier@charter.net. 

The more the merrier!! Be on the look-

out for a February fellowship event and 

details about our annual soup sale com-

ing up soon. It is going to be a great 

year!  

Saints' Alive  

Saints Alive is a group of adults who 

gather monthly for lunch at a local res-

taurant. Men and women of all ages, 

singles and couples are invited to join 

them! The first lunch of this year will be 

at noon on Wednesday January 29 at 

the Bistro V restaurant (521 Montgom-

ery Highway, Vestavia).  

 R.S.V.P. to Mary Kinman 

(mkkinman@bellsouth.net or 871-0195) 

or Sally Rasco (slrasco@att.net or 979-

0257). They are looking forward to 

spending time together with old friends 

and new. 

Are You Interested  

In Being Confirmed  At All Saints? 

  

 Episcopal Church 101 

 Location: New Journey Room  

(in the undercroft) 

 February 2—April 6   

(excluding March 23rd) 

Instructor: The Rev. Dr. Glenda Curry, 

gcurry@allsaintsbirmingham.org 

 

Episcopal Church 101 is the class we 

offer for all adults seeking confirmation 

in the Episcopal Church. We will cover 

a broad range of historical, theological, 

and liturgical topics to orient you to the 

faith, history, and mission of our 

church. There will also be one mid-

week instructed Eucharist and dinner 

PARISH  LIFE  

CHRISTIAN   
FORMATION 

Word with Friends 

Join the young adults every month for 

fellowship and theological discussion by 

engaging scripture with the world today. 

This is a great way to introduce a friend 

to the young adults group.   

 

When: the first Tuesday of each month. 

The next gathering will be on Feb. 4. 

Location:  a local pizza place, 6:30 p.m. 

Location will be announced soon. 

Contact: Elizabeth Melancon, 

eliz.melancon@gmail.com 

 

Coming Up 

(date to be determined). Adult confir-

mation is scheduled for April 27th with 

Bishop Marray. This class is also open 

to anyone interested in open to every-

one interested in the topic.  

Fourth Sunday Food Drive 

Fourth Sunday Food Drive is January 

19.  Please leave non-perishable items 

in the 4th Sunday bin located in the 

Great Hall.  All donations will go to the 

Food Pantry at Grace Episcopal Church 

in Woodlawn.    

OUTREACH   
& EVANGELISM 

 

All Saints’ Book Group - January Meeting 
The All Saints’ Book Group will meet at 3 o'clock Sun-

day, January 19th at the home of Ginny May (506 

Manchester Lane, Homewood, AL 35209)  We will 

discuss the book: Mr. Churchill's Secretary by Susan 

Elia MacNeal.  For more information please contact 

Ginny at 915-8297, rmay15@bellsouth.net. 

All are welcome! 

mailto:preschool@allsaintsbirmingham.org
mailto:preschool@allsaintsbirmingham.org
mailto:cdumontier@charter.net
mailto:gcurry@allsaintsbirmingham.org
mailto:rmay15@bellsouth.net
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January 29 

Vestry representative of the day:  

 Andrew Benson 

Torch Bearers & Crucifers: 

 8:45 a.m.: Caroline Carter 

 Gospeller: Daniel Alexander 

 TB: Emma Grace Pike 

 TB: Jackson Glenn 

 C1: Charlie Carter 

 C2: Davis Edwards 

 11:00 a.m.: Kelly Wright 

 Gospeller: Alex Wright 

 TB: Lizzy Peeples 

 TB: Will Ellis 

 C1: John Hardin Ellis 

 C2: Elena Moreno 

Ushers:   

 Ushers:   

 7:30: Frances Flynn 

 8:45: Peter Drake 

 11:00: Lamar & Patsy Andrews,  

 Duke and Nancy Terrell 

 5:30: Tom Richeson 

 

February 2 

Vestry representative of the day:  

 N/A 

Torch Bearers & Crucifers: 

 Schedule will be emailed 

Ushers:   

 7:30: Lucy Hortberg 

 8:45: Scott & Tricia Trigg 

 11:00: Jenny Blackmon,  

 Janet Guest, Whit Bird,  

 Tim Vardeman 

 5:30: Hank Poellnitz  

 

From our Financial Office: 

Stewardship Update 
As of January 16, we have received     

265 pledges for the total amount of 

$963,871.  

If you have not turned in your 2014 

pledge card it is not too late! You can 

pick up a pledge card at church, or go to 

our website 

(www.allsaintsbirmingham.org) and 

make an online pledge. 

L A Y  m i n i s t r y  

s c h e d u l e  
 Ushers at All Saints’ are often the first people parishioners and visitors talk 

to, and are vitally important in making those in the congregation feel warmly 

welcomed and comfortable. Responsibilities of our ushers include: 

 Greeting people entering the service 

 Distributing bulletins  

 Counting the number of people in the congregation 

 Collecting tithes and offering 

 Bringing forward the elements for Communion 

 Dealing with pewage* 

 

Several of our ushers have moved or are no longer able to serve. We currently 

need ushers for six different services:  

   7:30 a.m.  –  3rd Sunday,  

   8:45 a.m.  –  2nd and 4th Sunday 

11:00 a.m.–  3rd Sunday 

5:30 p.m.  –  1st and 3rd Sunday 

If you are interested in this ministry of  hospitality please contact Janet Guest,  

Janet.Guest@att.net, 823-5539. 

*Curious about the word “pewage”? Contact The Rev. Jack Alvey for his definition, 

jalvey@allsaintsbirmingham.org. 

1   Jerry Cesnick, James Phillips, Jennifer Chapman 

2   Katelyn Holt 

3   Pat Flowers, Michael Moorman, David Patton 

4   Mike Niedermeier, Jill Helton, Charles Dunkle 

5    Art McConnell, Michael Mashburn, Norah McLaughlin 

6    David Wilson, Graham Dupont, John Stephenson 

7    Tim Guthrie, Judy McDowell, Carla Stec, George Benson, Kells Griffin 

8    Tracy Thornton, Brett Noerager, Jim Sanders  

9    Ellen Andrews, Steve Patterson, Kathryn Pennington 

10       Charles Allen, Lee Anne McCalley, Patrick Walsh, Hannah Burgess, Jim Murphy,  

   Ally Ross, Luke Sartor 

11   Pauline Johnson, Kay Clements, Beth Hodgin, Emmie Neeley, Kirby Quinn,          

   Grant Gannon 

12   Pam Holby, David Walters, Jim Hughey, Mia Mayo, Mary Padgett 

13   Greg Gilbert, Pam Vise, Ethan Armistead 

14   Pat Monroe, Luke Johnson, Eleanor Couch, Hank Hubrich 

15    Blanche McIntyre, Susan Anderson, Elizabeth Maples, Rogers Alley 

16    Herb Schroeter, Charles Welden, Karen Marcum, Mark Elwood, Ben Taylor 

17       Rhonda Nabors, Kristie Rushing, McGuire Price, Colin Lysinger, Henry Freeman 

18    Joey DuMontier 

19    Grace Blackstock, Katie Deter 

20   Jeri Tindal, Murphy Walters, Chris Diethelm, Catherine Mayo, Elizabeth Melancon 

21     Marie Phillips, Duke Terrell, Mac Logue, Patrick Craig, Dobbs Durkin,                    

   Catherine Patterson,  Stephen Thompson, Madi Turner 

22     Brit Huckabay, Laura Armistead, Jimbo Terrell, Reagan Chavers 

23   Ray Moon, Jason Lee, Maddie White 

24    Charlie Carter, Virginia Givhan, J.W. Bird, Lyons Dwyer 
25    Alex Crow, LuAnn Moon, Jenny Parker, Katie Van Ball 

26    Sophie Richardson, Lola Orcutt, Joshua Higginbotham, Ellie Willcutt, Shannon Hicks 

27    Patsy Andrews, Madelyn Mehrer, Emily McMahon 

28       Lucy Hortberg, David Donaldson, Hank Poellnitz, Betsy Dobbins, Luke Griffis,      

   Virginia Drake 

29   Leslie Dupont  

  

February Birthdays 

Ushers Needed 
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Would you like to submit something to The Parishioner? We would love to hear from you. The Parishioner is published every two weeks.  
The deadline is the Thursday preceding the next issue at 8 p.m. Submissions for the newsletter should be sent to: theparishioner@allsaintsbirmingham.org or call 
Debbie Donaldson at 769-3182.  The Parishioner (USPS 601-260) is printed bi-weekly by All Saints’ Episcopal Church, 110 W. Hawthorne Rd., Homewood, AL 35209. 
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Episcopal church 
110 West Hawthorne Road 

Homewood, AL   35209 

Making Christ’s Transforming Love Known in the World. 

How to contact us: 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church 

Voice: (205)879-8651,   Fax: (205)870-5749  Preschool: (205)879-1092 

Online: www.allsaintsbirmingham.org 

After hours pastoral care emergency phone: (205) 617-8954 

CLERGY: 

Rector: The Rev. Dr. Glenda S. Curry: gcurry@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 879-8652 

Associate Rector: The Rev. Jack Alvey: jalvey@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 769-3180 

Curate: The. Rev. Anna Russell Friedman: afriedman@allsaintsbirmingham.org,  

769-3191 

Priest Associate: The Rev. Mike Cleckler: mcleckler@realtysouth.com 

 

STAFF: 

Children’s Formation: 

Director: Jeannie Feldman: jeanniefeldman@att.net, 769-3189 

Misha Alexander: misha331@aol.com, 223-9704 

Emily Ball: emilynball@gmail.com, 704-996-5762 

Stephanie Diethelm: smdiethelm@yahoo.com, 769-3189 

Children’s Choir Director: Susie Youngson, syoungson@bellsouth.net, 870-4629 

Communications Director, newsletter and website: Debbie Donaldson,  

theparishioner@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 769-3182 

Financial Administrator: Barbara Messick,  

bmessick@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 769-3184 

5:30 Music: Randolph Horn, rchorn@samford.edu 

Nursery Director: LeArden Pike: leardenrpike@gmail.com, 769-3190 

Organist/Choir Director: Melanie Martin Couch,  

mcouch@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 769-3187 

Parish Coordinator:Theresa Hester: office@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 879-8651 

Preschool Director: Bebe Hardin: bhardin@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 879-2943 

Sexton: Alan Thornsberry, athornsberry@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 879-8651 

Youth Minister: Corey Jones: cjones@allsaintsbirmingham.org, 769-3183 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ WEEKLY SCHEDULE  

 

Sunday: 

Holy Eucharist: 7:30, 8:45, and 11:00 a.m., & 5:30 p.m.  

Breakfast:  8:00 - 10:00 

Nursery: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. & 5:15 - 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday School Classes:  

Atria Session I, 8:30; Atria Session II, 10:00 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word, during the 11:00 service,  

for 3-6 year-old children 

Youth and adults: 10:00 - 10:45 a.m.  

 

Monday: 

Men’s Bible Study, 7:00 - 8:00 a.m., Jackson-Thorpe Room 

 

Wednesday: 

Wednesday Morning Prayer, 7:00 a.m.,  

Jackson-Thorpe Room  

Rector’s Bible Study: 10:00 a.m.,  

Jackson-Thorpe room 

 

Oasis Schedule 

For a complete list of classes and offerings  

please visit our website, www.allsaintsbirmingham.org. 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. - Nursery  

5:00 - 5:30 p.m. - The Good Shepherd Choir 

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - Children’s Choir 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. - Youth Choir 

5:30 - 5:40 p.m. - Everyone gathers in the Nave  

5:40 - 6:30 p.m. - Dinner ($5 per person, $15 per family) 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. - Atria are open  

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. - Classes for adults* and youth 

6:45 - 8:45 p.m. - Adult Choir rehearsal 
 

*Some classes have a different start time. Check online  

for more information at http://allsaintsbirmingham.org/grow/

wednesday-night-oasis/ . 


